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Norman knight and his men at arms; but they had merely
planted a thorn in the side of Ireland; they had been only to
a certain extent successful.     Henry set foot in Ireland in
October 1172, at the head of an army probably 6000 strong,
under the command of 400 Norman knights; and though this
was an insignificant force, compared to that which had won
the day at Senlac, he perhaps hoped to complete the conquest
His conduct in Ireland reveals the statecraft, the organising
genius, the administrative gifts, which have marked him out
as a great ruler; yet he was ultimately made to learn that he
did not  possess the means   to reduce the island to real
, subjection.    He asserted his authority as "Lord of Ireland,"
In a series of acts of harshness and clemency; but, true to his
\Won as a Son of the Church, he sought to enlist her great
$iritual power on his side.    At a general synod, held at
tshel, under the sanction of the Pope, and attended by
veral  English   Bishops,  it was  solemnly proclaimed that
"Ireland had received a Lord and  King at the hand  of
-Providence", and the Irish Church was assimilated to the
^nglo-Norman model, with protestations against "its abuses
and vices."    It is doubtful,  whether any large number of
Ifcte Irish   Celtic clergy expressed  their   assent,   and  their
Church was practically but little changed; yet for the present,
at least, the king had been declared ruler of all Ireland by
Right Divine.   Meafiwhile Henry had taken care to secure the
submission of the late invaders, by granting them the territories
they had seized, to be held as ordinary fiefs of the Crown; and
the chain of feudalism was thrown over the whole country, by
the assertion of .his title as its superior lord, illusory as the
pretence was.   The magnificence and the power of the great
Angevin king seem to have fascinated most of the Irish chiefs;
tb**r were entertained by him in royal state in Dublin; they
imt^je homage, and offered tribute, in return for his politic arts
and courtesies; and though Roderick held aloof for a time, he